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Editorial
Welcome to another edition of The Clydesdale Tribune.
This issue of the Tribune is primarily dedicated to our
forthcoming 100 Year Centenary and I sincerely hope
that all members will take the opportunity to attend the
celebrations in Dunedin from June 9 - June 12 later this
year. There has been an amazing amount of work going
on behind the scenes preparing this event and I would
like to thank everyone who has put their shoulder to the
wheel and helped out - these people know who they are so
I won't start naming names as I am sure to miss someone
out. There has also been a huge amount of work taking
place on the forthcoming publication - "The History of
Clydesdales in New Zealand". We hope to have this publication printed in time for our centenary although I must
admit it is a huge ask to produce in a few months what
has taken more than 20 years to compile. Once again the
help from a few members/enthusiasts has been colossal - not just suggesting stories but actually finding the
pictures, writing the stories and following through with
proof reading and double checking content. My personal
contribution of the artwork, pre press and editing I estimate will take close to 100 hours to complete and Susan
Butterick-Kent's contribution is even more! I can say
however that the content is absolutely fantastic and it will
be a resource that all members can be proud of. There is
in this issue a picture of a previous council and I wonder
how many of you can answer the questions printed above
the picture. We have also used on our back cover a picture that wil feature on the forthcoming publication.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the current
council for their innovation of introducing the "GOLD
MEDAL" featured on the front cover of this issue - what
an excellent idea and lets hope that enthusiastic owners of Clydesdales will take out their prize horses and
attempt to win one of these excellent medals. On a lighter
note some of you will remember my story about Emily
and Bert featured on this page in the last issue of the
Tribune. Well I can tell you that Emily has gone from
strength to strength with Bert and has even won a junior
sledge class with him at the North Island Clydesdale
Championships - not to mention winning riding classes
on him at Waikato and Morrinsville. Now she wants to
drive my team as she thinks it's easier with 2 horses. I
must admit I have been told off by Bobbie (my wife) for
concentrating so much on Emily in my editorials as we
have another daughter (Billie) who should not be left out.
Billie is 6 years old and rides her pony Anna very well
and also loves the Clydes. No prizes for guessing her
favourite colour (see background). She is a great help
to dad often helping out at feed time and bringing in the
big boys as if they were little ponies. Isn't it funny how
kids often have no fear whatsoever and the horses react
accordingly - we encourage the girls to spend time with
the young foals as they are less threatening to many foals
than adults and inevitably the girls have them literally
eating out of their hands. Finally I would like to send out
my sympathies to the families and loved ones who have
been affected by the Christchurch earthquakes. Although
I live in the north, we all share this wonderful country
and my heart goes out to the people of Christchurch.
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Annual General Meeting
2010

The annual general meeting of the Clydesdale Horse
Society of New Zealand (Inc) was held at Pukekohe
on Friday June 4 2010. Forty four members
attended. Listed below are some of the details.

History Book
It was reported that the History Book was progressing steadily and the committee were meeting at the
commencement of the AGM.

Condolences
Dave Johnson

Centenary
A 2010 Centennary Promotion Committee wasformed of Darren Parks and John Booth.

Council
The council remains the same.
Mr Bill Affleck - President
Mr Jim Morris - Vice President South Island
Mr Steve Thomas - Vice President North Island
Mrs Susan Butterick-Kent was nominated for council
but after scrutineers counted the votes this
nomination was unsucessful.

Presentation of Trophies
Silver Medal - Canterbury Royal Show,
F.J.O’Connor, Donnybrook Angelena
Silver Medal - Morrinsville A&P,
B&C Signal, Sugar Creek Nell

Wright Stevenson Challenge Cup
Canterbury Royal Show 2009
Publicity Officers
Steve Muggeridge remains the North Island Publicity P.Turton, Sarjon Park David
Officer and Phil Amberger the South Island Publicity
Officer.
Both publicity officers were commended for their fine 			
reports.
Subscription
The annual subscription was confirmed at $50 and life
membership at $500.
General Business
Discussions were held regarding Councillor Responsibilities
Centenary Matters
Ridden Classes at Shows
Ploughing

Steward Paul Power with judge Max Marriot and
Paul Turton and Sarjon Park David

Donnybrook Angelena with Fergus O'Connor and grandson Patrick

The Clydesdale Horse Society of New Zealand(Inc)
Celebrating the centenary with GOLD!!!
Amberley 29 October 2011
Ashburton 28 - 29 October 2011
Auckland Royal Easter (Foal Show) 21 - 25 April 2011
Cambridge 26 November 2011
Canterbury 9 - 11 November 2011
Carterton 30 October 2011
Courtenay 19 November 2011
Ellesmere 15 October 2011
Gore 05 February 2011

It is centenary year and we are celebrating with
GOLD!!! An innovation that came through our
current society council was the introduction of gold
medals to be awarded at the major A&P Shows (that
hold Clydesdale breed classes) around New Zealand
during centenary year.
The gold medal will be awarded to the Champion
Mare and Champion Entire. Presentation of the
medals will be made at the AGM later this year and
also at the following AGM for winners after the
2011 meeting eg June through to end of December.
A gold medal (as pictured above) will be engraved
with the winners name, venue and horse on the
reverse side as we currently do for our silver medal
winners.*
The council hope this will not only encourage
members to participate at shows around the country (promoting our wonderful breed) but also be a
commerative award that is cherished by generations
to come. Perhaps a great grandaughter or grandson
of one of our successful members might be able to
showcase the medal at the 2111 200 year celebrations. What follows is a list of the shows that will
be eligible for gold medals. Any queries re show
eligibility should be adressed to our president.
* Silver medals are presented to winners of the
special class for the best yearling or two year old
colt or filly bred by the exhibitor at each Royal Show.

Kelt Capital Horse of the Year 15 - 20 March 2011
Mackenzie Highland 25 April 2011
Malvern 26 March 2011
Masterton 18 - 20 February 2011
Mayfield 12 March 2011
Methven 19 March 2011
Morrinsville (North Island Clydesdale Show) 04 - 05 March 2011
Nelson 20 - 21 November 2011
Northern (Rangiora) 21 - 22 October 2011
Oxford 02 April 2011
Rotorua 29 - 30 January 2011
Southland 05 - 06 March 2011
Stratford 25 - 27 November 2011
Temuka & Geraldine 05 March 2011
Timaru 08 - 09 October 2011
Waikato 20 - 30 October 2011
Waimate 19 - 20 November 2011
West Otago 19 November 2011

New Zealand Silver
Medal Sells In Sydney

Noble Numismatics Pty Ltd is an Australian company trading in coins, medals, stamps, banknotes and
related material. Annually the company catalogues
and conducts three major, international numismatic
auctions. In April 2005 they sold the pictured medal
(see listed details below) for A$1,300

Double Centenary for Foal Show
The 2011 Royal Easter Show (incorporating our own

Clydesdale Foal Show) is also celebrating 100 years of

Shows at the ASB Showgrounds in Greenlane Auckland.
Our president Mr Bill Affleck is travelling all the way

from Tapanui (near Gore) to judge and there will be gold
medals plus a RAS Supreme Champion sash up for
grabs.

We urge all breeders to attend and support this "double"
centenary feature event. We had an excellent turnout
of young stock for the inaugural event last year and

this year we hope to attract even more entries. The NZ
Clydesdale depends on the efforts of our breeders and
judging our foals helps ensure quality standards are
rewarded.

Date - Friday April 22 2011 (Easter Friday)

Auction listed details
NZ Agricultural Medals
Sale 78    5–8 Apr 2005   
Hotel InterContinental   Sydney
THE CLYDESDALE HORSE SOCIETY OF
THE DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND, in silver
(44mm), society's stock medal by Edward - Glasgow, inscribed on reverse 'Waikouaiti A. & P.
Assoc. 1932 A. Bannatyne. Matanaka Ella (4867)
V.13' another by Edward with 'M&K (Mayer
& Kean) Silver' stamped on reverse, inscribed
'Palmerston & Waihemo A & P Ass'n. 1943 Estate
A.Bannatyne, Matanaka Lora, V.24' (cf.S.482).
Extremely fine - good very fine, the last with
scratches in the field.
SOLD $1,300

Entries available from the secretary.

______________________________________________

PROMOTIONAL CENTENARY ITEMS
At the time this issue of the Tribune was going to press

there were a number of centenary items being prepared or
quoted. These items include * Badges
* Caps

* Shirts

* Shot glasses
* Carry Bags

We hope all members will do what they can (eg buy
NOTE FROM EDITOR
The current silver and gold medals utilise the original "dye" or mould
as the original medals. The New Zealand manufacturing company that

them!!) to support the society with these momentos.
______________________________________________

produces the medals for us believe that the dye was originally brought
out by boat from Britain and would be unreplaceable in terms of cost

Steve Muggeridge wishes to advise everyone he has a new email address

and authenticity.

taungatara@hotmail.co.nz

2011 AGM & CENTENARY

BOOK YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY - Friday 10th June 2011Mercure Dunedin Leisure LodgeDuke Street, Duned
room rate is $109.00

Thursday 9th June: Bus Tour Options:

* Tour of Otago Peninsula/Albatross Colony/”Natures Wonders”
* Tour of Moeraki Boulders/McRaes Goldmine/Return to Dunedin on Taieri Gorge Railway
Friday 10th June: Council Meeting 8.30 – Noon
Optional Activity for non Council Members: Morning Bus tour of Dunedin City Highlights
AGM 1pm – 4pm
Formal Centennial Dinner at Larnach Castle 6.30 pm Speeches: President, Mayor, Distinguished guests
Saturday 11th June: Street parade of horses and wagons from Railway Station to Octagon led by Pipe Band.
Welcome by Mayor. Head south to Forbury Park where horses have been stabled, and where Lions Club will put on lunch. Other entertainment can be available to go with our wagon rides and showing our horses to the public.
Sunday 12th June:
Bus tour options available again
Otago Daily Times are organized to do a full page feature that week – 2 Radio slots will be available that week also to inform the public.
Contractors will close the roads for us ahead of the parade and school children will be organized to clean up behind the horses.
Unshod horses can exit the parade and return to the Railway Station and be trucked from there back to Forbury Park Raceway.
It is interesting to see how far the city of Dunedin has come from the early pioneering days as pictured at right. The photo is dated 1861 which
is the same year gold was struck in Central Otago. Our society was formed 50 years afterwards. Our thanks go out to the Dunedin City Council
for supplying us the historic photo and for their excellent support and sponsorship of our centenary. We also thank Larnach Castle for the breath
taking castle and surrounding area photo below and look forward to our night at the castle.

Larnach Castle, Dunedin New Zealand

CELEBRATIONS June 9-12

din Phone 03 4775360 or emailreservations@mercureleisurelodge.co.nzPlease quote reservation number 71628.The
0 (per night) incl.gst

"Collection of the Otago Settlers Museum"

CENTENARY
BOOKING SHEET
We were hoping to have a booking
sheet incorporating all the finer details of our centenary celebrations
included in this issue of the Tribune
however nature conspired against
us in the form of the Christchurch
Earthquake.
We will be distributing a booking
sheet to all members in April.

FIELD DAY
2010

Saturday morning after the AGM our 2010 field
day commenced with a charter bus pick up from the
Counties Inn. With local resident and personality
Mr Dan Dufty operating as tour guide the bus set off

for the summit of Pukekohe Hill where an excellent
view of the surrounding area was to be seen which
helped supply everyone with their bearings.
Next stop was Byerley Park - a huge racehorse training establishment that has recently been developed
providing excellent facilities for the local industry.
An excellent lunch at The Village in Patumahoe prepared everyone for the challenging afternoon ahead.
After lunch the rest of the day was spent at Dan
Dufty's property where he paraded his horses and
showed us the facilities and harness gear. He also
talked about the work he does primarily at Devonport with his wagon and team but also in the tourist
and film industry.
Next was the "Assessing the Clydesdale Horse"
points schedule demonstration.
Firstly a well proven gelding was paraded before

the participants and Colin Drummond (the previous
owner) spoke about the horses attributes and faults
in conjunction with a special "points assesment"
document that had been prepared and distributed to
everyone by the secretary.

Next everyone was treated to the parading of 3
stallions/colts (kindly provided by D.Dufty,
V.Simmons, Stroobant family) so that everyone
enthusiastic about progressing their knowledge and
having a bit of fun could fill in the assesment form
and give points to all 3 horses.
Concluding this we had 3 senior judges
(S.Muggeridge, C.Drummond, S.Butterick-Kent)
combine their scores to find an average for all categories and their findings were read out by Steve describing their reasons. Everyone could then compare
their scores with that of the judges and see how they
fared. The big winners on the day included everyone
who gave it a go.
A big thankyou goes out to Dan Dufty and all the
helpers that ensured a memorable and hopefully
enlightening day was had by all.

The History of
Clydesdales in
New Zealand

The "History book" is progressing well with all the
major articles and photographs now in the secretary's
hands and artwork production (by the secretary) has
commenced. A huge thankyou goes out to all the
History Book committee and especially Mrs Susan
Butterick-Kent who has kept the book "alive" over
more than 20 years and has never given up on the
project. I can't put a figure on how many hours Susan
(and all the committee) have invested in the book but
I suggest you think of a figure and treble it!!! I sincerely hope that the book is everything Susan hoped
it would be from the outset.
Of course there will be stories that have not made it

into the book but I believe this is inevitable and can
only hope that everyone has forwarded their material
as the deadline is now passed for new material.
Thankyou to all the story contributors as without you
we would have no book.
I will be trying to have the book produced in time for
our centenary celebrations but please be aware that
it is a huge undertaking and there are only so many
hours in the day.
I can tell you that the material we have is absolutely
priceless with excellent photographs of personalities,
horses, events and the like. I know that this piece of
history about the Clydesdale horse will be an invaluable addition to our libraries and that no members
will be "complete" without a copy on their shelves or
coffee table.

The photo below is of The Clydesdale Horse Society of New Zealand (Inc)
Council taken over 25 years ago and will be appearing in
"The History of Clydesdales in New Zealand".
How many councillors can you name? Who is the president?
Who is the secretary? For the answers you will need to purchase the book
or see the inside back cover of this magazine..

For show results from all around New Zealand go toour website - www.clydesdale.org.nz

Stallion Returns for the
2009 Breeding Season

Please note that the 2009 breeding season results in foals being born
from August 1 2010 onwards. Most of the mares (numbers listed below)
will now have had their foal.
I sincerely hope all mares and foals are fit and well and look forward to
receiving their registration applications in due course. Ed

Alpine View Thomas			
Armageddon's Lord Samson*		
Ashburn Damascus			
Ashstencroft Tyler			
Box Valley Scania*			
Beereega Lord Carrick*		
Coldstream Mac Rae			
Crighton Lanarkshire			
Donnybrook Lochnorrie		
Donnybrrok Matabo			
Donnybrook Seamus			
DT Oliver				
Enchanting Beau			
Fellbeck Thomas			
Fellbeck Sir David			
Grey Valley Xavier			
Highlanders Farewell			
Kintyre Lodge Robbie		
Mossdale Royal			
Mossdale Statesman			
Murroka Douglas*			
Myrtle Park Colin			
Narioka Vagabond*			
Rockwood Chieftain			
Rockwood Gallant Lad		
Rockwood Superb			
Rosemarkie Little Chief		
Sarjon Park David			
Tanglewood Little John		
Taungatara Monarchs Blaze		
Waihapa Captains Fleetwood		
Woodbury Footprint			

7
1
1
1
12
6
3
1
5
3
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
4
8
9
2
10
1
2
4
1
2
1
1
3
4

HOW TO REGISTER
YOUR CLYDESDALE

At the last council meeting it was passed that ALL Clydesdale
registrations will require accompanying photos of the animal
clearly showing the horse, its brands and distinguishing markings.These photos must be sent to the secretary along with the
current filled out registration form (available from our website
or from the secretary) when registering your next Clydesdale.
We hope this innovation will ensure that all horses are registered correctly and that tracing horses of unknown origin will
become a thing of the past. Your participation in this development is now mandatory and is greatly appreciated.
OTHER USEFUL BRANDING INFORMATION
•

one or both shoulders using the stud brand (these must be
applied for) as registered with the secretary and a sequential number in order of each season's foaling over the last
digit of the year of the decade. Please note that if your
foal is born on or after January 1 the season year should
be used eg if your foal was born January 2nd 2009 the
numeral 8 (2008 being the season year)) should be used.
•

We suggest branding to be carried out soon after weaning.

•

Entry Eligibility - Any stallion, colt, mare or filly in New
Zealand may be registered for entry in the Stud Book if got
by an entered (numbered) sire from an entered (numbered)
dam, provided the entries of both the sire and dam are
made with The Clydesdale Horse Society of New Zealand
Incorporated.

•

105
33

TOTAL MARES SERVED 2008 season
TOTAL STALLIONS USED 2008 season

75
21

* Imported from overseas

Prefixes, suffixes and names - on application having been
made, and a fee of $20 paid by a member, the Council may
grant registration of a prefix or suffix of not more than two
words. The applicant shall have the sole lifetime use of
such word(s).

•

As a prefix or suffix in naming those horses of which he or
she is the foaling breeder. The use of the words "The" or
"Young" as prefixes for mares or stallions, or of numeral
for stallions, will not be permitted.

•

TOTAL MARES SERVED		
TOTAL STALLIONS USED		

The method to be used is either freeze or fire branding on

The number of words comprising the name of animal is
limited to three, including a prefix or suffix, but excluding
numerals for mares.

•

After an animal has been registered for entry no change of
name will be permitted.

SAINT JAMES STATION WAGON TREK
January 2011

St James Station is a former high country sheep and cattle station

in the South Island. It was renowned for its horse sales and covered
an area of 78,196 hectares (193,230 acres). The property's almost

untouched landscape is dominated by exceptional natural features

such as glaciated valleys, glacial moraine deposits, streams, wetlands,
lakes, and high altitude tarns.

The station was purchased for $40 million by the government in 2008
using funds from the Nature Heritage Fund, as well as from Land

Information New Zealand. The purchase by the government was to

guarantee on-going public access to the huge property, which crosses
three mountain ranges and contains the headwaters of the Waiau and
Clarence rivers. It is now referred to as the St James Conservation
Area and is managed by the Department of Conservation.

The Canterbury Clydesdale Club planned a week long trek through

the St James Station at the end of 2010. The Conservation Area was
only opened up to the public in 2010 and DOC is still finding their

way with what is acceptable use. We were the first wagon trek to go
through the new conservation area & were a blurry line between

vehicle & foot traffic. Because of this club member Hugh Ensor had

a major task liaising with DOC to wade through all of the red tape of
locked gates, back up vehicles, didymo concerns (feathers & wagons
would have to be sprayed before each river crossing) etc as well as
reconnaissance trips on the planned route.

However Hugh did a fantastic job organising the trek & on Boxing
Day 3 wagon teams assembled at his parent’s farm near Hanmer

Springs. Jaime Hawkins & Hugh combined forces with a 5 horse team,
Ian Tooley’s 2 horse team & Erewhon’s 8 horse team. Each team had
an assortment of Clydesdale enthusiasts on board from around NZ
which made it a lot of fun.

On the morning of the 27th we left Hanmer and began climbing

Jacks Pass alongside Mt Isobel. This took us from 350 to 850 metres
in about 7kms, but with plenty of stops the horses handled it well &
settled into a nice rhythm. From the top of Jacks pass we dropped

down to the Clarence River and then cruised on up this river valley.

We stopped for lunch at the St James homestead before we continued

another 15km up the Clarence Valley. Camp for the night was at Fowlers Hut and we enjoyed an evening of good tucker, drinks & dancing.
No one got much sleep that night as a Norwest storm raged through

the night with torrential rain & ferocious winds battering our camp,

some of the tents came down making a pretty miserable night for all.

Morning wasn’t much better & we discovered the streams / rivers had
risen dramatically. The chiefs had a pow wow and made the sensible
decision to retreat as the rivers we had to cross were already big

rivers & would be impassable with the extra flood water. We returned
along the way we travelled the day before, however the road had

become river in parts as the Clarence had risen so rapidly. Some

of the crossings were a bit hair raising and we got through in just

the nick of time. Back in Hanmer Springs we were thirsty so parked
the teams on the main street near the hot pools while we got some

refreshments. Loads of tourists came up to take photos and ask about
the horses. Back at Hugh’s parents we unharnessed, got ourselves

into welcome dry clothes & enjoyed the evening. 29th we packed up
and headed home or to places where we thought the weather would

be better! Was a shame that the weather gods didn’t play ball on this

trip, but it remains on the wish list & hopefully we will get back there
sometime soon as it is amazing country. Thanks to the Organisers,

Support People, The Ensor’s, Drivers & Passengers for making this a
memorable trip.

Te Mata Trek
February 2011

On a drizzly Saturday morning a convoy of horse trucks, floats and
trailers with wagons loaded on top, made their way down the windy
road to Te Mata Domain. Amazingly, we all managed to get there at

the sliding wagon from disappearing off the track and down the bank.
With all his passengers and horses ok, Fred’s main concern was the
whereabouts of the chillibin!
The remaining trip, across farm land and along quiet country roads,
was very picturesque and became increasingly more relaxing as driv-

the agreed time and soon after our arrival there was a hive of activity,
with all participants helping to unload horses and wagons and gear or
just look busy!
Trying to get all the camping gear packed onto the wagons proved a
bit of a challenge. You would have thought we were going away for a
week, but maybe it was all liquid sustenance tucked away in everyones chilli bins that was making things a bit cramped!
With all 4 wagons hitched up and Bobbie and Emily Stroobant mounted on their horses we started heading off up the road, but soon turned
into a gateway to start the real cross country adventure! With the persistent precipitation all morning, the ground had become quite soggy
which wasn’t really a problem until we were faced with a rutty down
hill clay track bordered closely by outstanding gorse plantations!
Derek Thornton with DT Howie and Nell was the first to negotiate the
slippery slope and much to everyone’s relief, especially his two passengers, Sandy Rawlings and Sharon Goodwin, the wagon, horses and
cargo all arrived at the bottom in one piece! Next, Gareth Pryce lined
up Llewellyn Lilly and Jim and they slid down the bank in a fairly controlled manner, and I was especially grateful not to have been thrown
off into the prickly greenery!
For Paul Stroobant, with his high wagon, this treacherous track
proved far more challenging but Donnybrook Lochnorrie and Erewhon Bert braved the challenge without any problems.
Fred Pilling, made an uneventful descent this time but at the nextdownhill challenge, things did not exactly go to plan! Luckily for
Fred and his passengers, Fellbeck Janet and Bonnie bravely saved

ers and passengers started enjoying the contents of their Chilli bins.
After an interesting but enjoyable drive ,we arrived at our camping
destination, the Marae at Aotea Harbour, late in the afternoon .
With the horses fed and watered and all the tents set up it was time to
relax, have another beer or two and spin a few yarns!
The next day we followed the coast line, along a good gravel road
until we reached a point were the road had been washed away. At this
point the only way past, was to go off road and negotiate a couple of
river crossings before a long gradual ascent over the ranges and back
down to Bridal Veil falls, then back to Te Mata Domain.
We all had a wonderful experience covering approximately 40km,
whilst enjoying our shared passion for our magnificent equine companions!

RAILROADS

fuel tank. These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs.

bells? Read this to the end; you'll love it!!

gineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make

Does the statement, 'We've always done it like that' ring any
The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is
4 feet, 8.5 inches.
That's an exceedingly odd number. Why was that gauge used?
Because that's the way they built them in England, and English
expatriates built the US Railroads.
Why did the English build them like that?
Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who
built the pre-railroad tramways, and
that's the gauge they used.
Why did 'they' use that gauge then?
Because the people who built the
tramways used the same jigs and
tools that they used for building wagons, which used that wheel
spacing. Okay! Why did the wagons have that particular odd
wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the

The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their factory at Utah. The enthem a bit fatter, but the SRBs had to be shipped by train from
the factory to the launch site.
The railroad line
from the factory happens to run through a
tunnel in the mountains. The SRBs had
to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider than
the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know,
is about as wide as two horses' behinds. So, a major Space
Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most
advanced transportation system was determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse's ass.
- And You thought being a HORSE'S ASS wasn't important!

wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance
roads in England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.
So who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe
(and England) for their legions. The roads have been used ever
since. And the ruts in the roads?
Roman war chariots formed
the initial ruts, which
everyone else had to match
for fear of destroying their
wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial
Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing.
The United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches
is derived from the original specifications for
an Imperial Roman war chariot. And bureaucracies live forever.
So the next time you are handed a specification
and wonder what horse's ass came up with it,
you maybe exactly right, because the Imperial Roman armychariots were made just wide
enough to accommodate the back ends of two war horses!
Now, the twist to the story
When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there
are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main

For show results from all around New Zealand go to our website - www.clydesdale.org.nz

In- Breeding Does it have a place?

Plunkett Family raise orphan foal

Society (Britain) secretary - Mr Thomas Dykes in 1880.

are doing their best to ensure mum's legacy lives on.

The following quote was from the first Clydesdale Horse

The full story is heart breaking but Lily Plunkett and Ellie

"Occasionally an argument crops up on the subject of
'in-breeding', and a grteat amount of irrelevant matter appears. It has, indeed, been used as an argument
against stud books. Stud books are merely the record
books of experience with certain well defined materials,
and no argument can be used against them in any shape
or form. In-breeding is just as legitimate as out-breeding
- a step in a certain direction. No move should be made
by the breeder without some purpose in view, and if he
breeds or crosses out he is understood to be working towards his object. Some few people adopt, unfortunately,
the line of parallel arguments, and because Shorthorn
Cattle have been most successfully in-bred, adopt the
same principle in breeding Clydesdales. The objects are
however, entirely different. The spirit of the Shorthorn
is bred out of him, and he becomes a block of beef, just
what is wanted. The spirit of the Clydesdale is one of his
best characteristics, and the breeder must always keep
this in view."

Lily Plunkett feeding 4 week old orphan foal Winifred Ellie

